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Science has discovered the mechanisms of drug abuse action and the brain
changes that constitute addiction. Medications have been developed that can
greatly improve the outcome of treatment for opiate addiction. alcoholism. and
nicotine dependence. . The focus of pharmacotherapy. similar to the medical
treatment of other chronic disorders such as hypertension. diabetes. and asthma.
is on the prevention of relapse and the reduction of coexisting medical. social.
and p§ychiatric problems. This symposium reviews the new science of addiction

and the medications methadone. buprenorphine. acamprosate. and naltrexone.

As a result of attending. participants will be able to:
o Discover how addiction as a chronic condition
¢ Discover maintenance medicines for opioid addiction
o Discover anti-craving medicines for alcohol dependence

o Identifv ways to refer to addiction treatment

The Santa Clara Valley Medical Center (SCVMC) is accredited by the Institute tor Medical Quality California Medical Association IMQ .CMA)
to provide contmuing medical education (CME) for physicians. The SCVMC takes responsibility for the content. quality and scientific ntegrity
of this CME act;\'it_\: The SCVMC designates this educational activity for a maximum of 2.45 credits ANA PRA Category 1 Credii(s) ™ Physi
cians should only cliim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. This credit may also be applied to the CMA
Certification in Continuing Medical Education.




