Interagency Agreement Between the Probation Department
and the Social Services Agency
for Possible Dual Status Youth

Section |. Purpose of Agreenent

The Probation Departnent and the Social Services Agency jointly agree
to inplement Senate Bill 220 (Chapter 1441, Statutes of 1989) Wlfare
and Institutions Code, Section 241.1 by inplenenting the Policies and
Procedures in this nenorandum

Section 241.1 of the Wl fare and Institutions Code was enacted' to
best serve the interest of a youth who appears to cone within W& I
Code Section 300 and Sections 601 or 602. This law requires both the
Department of Family and Children's Services (DFCS) and the Juvenile
Probation Departnment (JPD) to present recomendations to the Juvenile

Court in these instances of possible dual status. The procedures
allow for the resolution of any disagreenent between the two
departnents prior to the recommendation to the Juvenile Court. |If
agreenent cannot be reached, the views of both departnments wll| be

presented to the Court.

Section |1. Procedures for Preparing Petitions

A Si mul t aneous Referral s

When sinmultaneous referrals are made for 601 or 602 and 300
petitions, the JPD investigator and the DFCS social workers wl|
verbally confer to determine which status will best serve the
interest of the mnor.

B. Factors To Be Considered In Mking the Decision

Followng are factors that wll be considered by the staff of the
two departnents. These are not all inclusive and other pertinent
data nmust be considered. These factors are to be included in all
witten reports:

1. Nature of the referral;

2. Age of the young person;

3. Prior record of out-of-control or delinquent behavior;

4, Parent's cooperation with the school and the two departnent's
staff;

5.  The young person's functioni ng at school ;
6. A description of the hone environment;

/. Records of other agencies including psychol ogical or
pertinent nedical evaluations;

8. Views of the other departnent's staff person;



9. Reason why the two departnent representatives agree on the
recomrendat i on; and

10. A statenent regarding the young person's functioning if hel/she
is placed in Juvenile Hall or the Children's Shelter.

When the staff of the two departnents agree upon the appropriate

status, the departnment having responsibility for the petition shal
proceed.

C. Procedures For Resolving D sagreenents on Recommended Status

1. If the JPO and the Social Wb rker cannot agree on the
recommendati on, the mmatter shall be referred to their
respective supervisors.

2. |f agreenment cannot be reached by the supervisor, the
Departnent which has the young person in custody will prepare
the petition. The staff of the other departnment will provide
a supplenmental witten report which will be incorporated as a
part of the petition for the Court's consideration.

3. If the young person is not in custody, the department which
received the first report will prepare the petition as in "2"
above.

Section I11. Review By The D strict Attorney

A. Certain sections of the Penal Code (707 (b)) and |aw violations
described in W{ | Code, Section 635.5 necessitate a review bY t he
District Attorney'6 Ofice. In these cases, the petition Shall be
forwarded to that office prior to filing.

B. If the District Attorney chooses to file a 602 petition, it wll
preclude the 300 petition.

c. The DFCS social worker wll provide a witten report as in "Il, B
1."  This will be attached to the 602 petition.

Section |V. Procedures For Youth Wwo Already Have a (d assification

A If a referral is received on a young person who has al ready been
classified as a 300, a 601 or a 602, the Departnent having current
jurisdiction shall provide the other departnment with a witten
assessnent.

B. The assessnent shall include areas outlined in "Il, B' above and a

recommendation as to why there should or should not be a change in,
st at us.



Section V. Reviews By Qher Leqgal Representatives

| f any other legal representative is assigned to the young person,.
mat eri al prepared by both departnents will be nade available to that
representative upon request.

Section VI. Term of Agreenent

This agreenent shall be effective when both the Directors of the
Probation Departnent and the Social Services Agency have signed.

It shall remain in effect until one or both departnments request
changes in witing. This will include changes that my be

necessitated by State Departnent of Social Services regulations.
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